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creator and governor of the world, who requires obedience to
his commands, which, in a future state, he will reward with
eternal happiness. Islam, therefore, places man under the
covenant of works, which he is unable to keep, and holds out
neither the promise of spiritual aid, nor any reasonable ex-
pectation of the pardon of his transgressions, or of omissions of
duty.

The Mohammedan standard of morality is far higher than
that of the Hindoo or Chinese, or any other people who do not
walk in the light of revelation.    It surpasses, too, that of the
heathen philosophers,  even   of Aristotle  or of the Stoics,
because it derives obligation, not as they were forced to do,
from the fitness of things, its suitableness to a rational being,
or the inherent loveliness of virtue, but from the will of God,
creator and governor of mankind, of duty to whom, the most
important branch of morality, they were necessarily ignorant-
Still it will bear no comparison with that of the Law, and
yet less with that of the Gospel, which developed the true
principle of the former, and extends the prohibition from overt
acts to the desires from which they spring.    We learn from
the highest authority that Moses  allowed the Israelites,  on
account of the hardness of their hearts, a facility of divorce,
contrary to the design of the Creator; and we know that, from
the example of Abraham and Jacob, it silently tolerated poly-
gamy.    The Koran -expressly allows four wives^ and sets no
limitation to the number of concubines; and, by a strange law,
requires that no husband can take back a repudiated wife
till  she   has   married   another  and  been divorced by him.
The object of the law we may presume to be to check the
practice of a hasty, inconsiderate dismissal of a wife.    Retalia-
tion, and the avenging of bloodshed, which Moses found preva-
lent, he did not abolish, but modify, and these are retained
by Mohammed; though he  forbade female infanticide  and
other barbarous  and superstitious customs of his idolatrous
countrymen. The special command to exterminate the Canaanites
he pleaded, to justify the use of the sword as an instrument of
conversion when argument had failed to produce its proper